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PLAT 

lL. & IIBAU (Latvian name LEvAm% ) is the most souther!y port 
of Latvia. In Tsarist times (up to 1914) it was the only 
Russian Baltic port free from ice. After 1918 LIBAU was the 
only naval base of the Latvian Wavy and a commercial port 
with a considerable turnover. Before 1914, LIBAU was the 
most important Baltic harbor for the export of Russian grain. 
ob. in-1937 the total ship traffic was: 


Exports: 131,000 tons, grain, timber, pit-props, and 
: various agriculture products 


Imports: 149,CGCGO tons, coal, petroleum, iron, forti-. 
lizers, cement, sugar, salt. 


c. Iu 1948, the estimated ship traffic was: 


Exports: approximately 260,600 tons, 


ie no detailed information available. 5,,,, 
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Pe 


Impox ts: ap  roxinateLy :-550,CC0 bons, especially repera- 
tions ana lcoted sovde oP all kind fron Gernany 
such us BECHI age furniture, coul, metals, sugis 
ete, 


wextiles unc fuctory equipment vers delivered fron creat 

wl tain: 

ds. Lost .f the vessels entering the port Flew the soviet 
flac, 2 few secre Minnis ships, while almost no vessels of the 
western countries arrived $iere uurineg recent years, 


a, Woar the end of the war the most importunt buildings 
and uurber facilities wore destroyed but most damase had 
been reyuired by 1945, Tocre is no indication that the 
Soviets ure planning to exvanc the purt facilities, 


f. the imvortance of LIEAU is now based on its naval fa~- 
eilities, located in the nortrcrn part of the harbor and 
conplstely separated fren tie commercial. port. Among the 
Baltic ports, LIBAU is only one of tne nunercus naval bases 
the Sovicts have Soequired alow: ue entire Laltice coast far 


to the vest since 1915 It Lz “aspeciaily a base Lor svbmuringes 
and smail vessels, such ao UTBs, minc sweepers, and patrol - 
vessels, _ 

"he harbor falls into six principal partes the sinter le ae 


_ vor, Ghe Commercial Hurboer, the Tom Bort. ‘the fishery i 
bor, ‘he Tinber uarbor, end the Voaval Port. It isa byedee 
in: nroblem to kecp the norma@l depth of Gli mat the en- 
trance and the harbor babins and it is not known i? the re- 
guired dredsins equionernt is available. 


a. (1) ‘he port aporoach is without naviroation hazard as 
ae Lendnarks He. Lichés are visible from a great distance. 
Navigation is dangercus in misty or fusey weather as there 
are only a few fos Bignals, gut the lead sives a csood clue 
to position. ; 


(2) Duc to the still existin, Gancer of sround aines in the 
Baltic Soa in dextas below 49 meters, vessels have to operate 
only on the standard routes. Accordiny to TELeS2t (inter- 
naAtLOual Noutins end lepertim suthori ty (TnA)) of 10 Janu- 
ary 19486, tne ngxdeen sdmnicsihnia Graft is 5.8 m for the sveot 
and buoyed route to LIBSU from the approach buoy (PRL YOLEY ) 
on the position 5693019 Py 208517" £, ap roxinately 15 knots 
ee st of a port. “his route 45 one cable length wide 

(= 185 3 


(3) Pilots ave compulsory. he gilot boat usually soits 

3 knots cotetde the moles. accordin: to information, Soviets 
aes shispins by usin; patrol vssesels outside the port, 
probably near the new aopreach buoy. 


be Where are gompictely srotgctea anchorages in tne Outer Port 
(aap ref.iol), renee oer Bdvibonblc 10 anchor outsiie the molés 
ginge thacre is a rows orcuna swell guriny otrong vinds-. 


ec. Weatacr conditions do not affect port opcrutions and ves~ 

sels may Gnter the Outer Por} inail. wea tier. Where is no tide, 
Were ig 2 northerly current up to 2 Knots per hour along the 
-evast. he port is usually open for ghipsing Vursaughout the 

viinter. ‘he harbor bagii:s ara coverca with thin icé but that 
is no hindrance for steum vesieis, Jee breakors were availe 

pole in prewar tincnu. 
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ad. The coast on both sides of the harbor is low, partly 


wooded, and very monotonous. @here is a belt ef dunes 20 to 
mebcre atch. alonr 4.6 ene line south and north of 


SIGaU.: Phe noaes ‘is aceecsible: by landine craft almcc SVvGrye 
SHOTC. Wy are aCVusul smell on. untaportant fishing ports 


eg al 2 Or +t a 


an Ot. quayaces 6, 000 meters, Qo2LOxivately 4,000 meters 
Witn a devth of 9.16 meters. Dost of she quays are sérved by 
Publeowi spies anc have adequate road facilitics, 


(2) Phe outer port (1) .(PRTYoKsO6T, ) om Inner tondstead is COTM 
ed by moles and breakwaters, I+¢ is berdersd on the north bar 
the. 1,6.0 m lon; Horth Mole (235 extencin: in a northwest ai 
reetion. In the vest there are two breakwaters (3), and in 

the south is the vouth Mole (4), stretchin: in a westerly di 
rection in line with tue seukhern bank of the Gown Canal, is 
Ovftcx Tort (E) is 2 oroximately 2 knots dons and 1 Imot ‘vide ane 
provides excelloniy anchora.-es for all elass vessels. It is 
completely protected againi+ winds uné has a dépta of 10 meters 
in ¢3¢. northern part and a S0Gd holdinc cround. 


(3) Three entrances lead mcough the breakwater but the vor th. 
ern entrance (5a) is closed by a wreek and a not Obstacle, The 
220=meter wide middle cntrerce (5) has a dvedsedg @epth of fron 
9s to 10 meters; the southern entrance (6) is 213 meters wide 
Aang bas a Geoth of 8y meters, ‘Thee two entrances a: exce? icnt.. 
ly marked and Lishted. 


(4) he Commercial larbor is in the southern part of this 
basin (7). It is for ed by the so-called separation mole (8) 
om tne north and the anu? breakwater (9) on the West. 6 
is separated from the “orm Canal on tac south by @ Vide and 
modern quay (10). there Gte $30 entrances tnrougn the break 
water in the north aid south. inly the southern part ef this 
bauin ig wig) go Conumercial purposes. fhe southern portion 
Of the basin is dréd-ed to 2 depth of 8 meters, ghile the 
Northern port is enly 5 meters deep. The berths of this basin 
aoe poor, especially in autauan, vhen Winds of Forecs From 

G to & produce 2 7Ousk srzell so thas berthed vessels labor. 


(5) Dhe QopPexinatly 1iGemeter wide and leknot lon: oun 
‘Canal (11}" (Tixdzniecibas Csta), aloo ealjcd terbor Canal, 
is the dredsed connecticn between the Idban Lake ( Lenaves 
Egers) and the Baltie Vea. Its junction wit: the sor Port 4 
j 2 of the Gommevcial Uarbor, this candl is dividea ” 
ints three parts by bro .bridces eronsin:: it. 


(6) nc vestera vart (11) stretehing from the mouth to the 
town bridse (lla) is an excelicnt béeta for larser versels 
aud is from 5.8 to 7.3 meteors deep, his basin, also called 
Lown iarbor, is the most modern eomicreigt Basin of LIEav, 
BGre ure aoproxinately 95 warehauses ov OT4in Silos sith a 
totel capacity of 250,000 tans on both banks and ade qua te 
loading facilities, Boty WUays are provided wits rodilyroad 
facilities, 


(7) The ‘inter Jerbor (12) is the basin east of the Commer 


Ciul harbor and etretchs gna irg aivecticn fron ve sown Canal, 


SEC ic Se CCHEQGL Ts GE eTCTi nS CRLY 
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This basin, according to recent information, has been dredged to a 
depth of a moters and is S00 meters long and 240 meters wide. The 
granite surfaced quays hate been repaired. Railroad tracks lead 
along both banks. This basin specializes in timber trade ent 

bulk goods. There are large of] tanks with a capalety of fran 
4,000 to 5,000 tons, — 


(8} On the southern bank of the Town Ganal, opposite the Winter 
Harbor, there is the Fishery Harbor (13), a emoll basin, 2} 
_ meters deep and suitable only for small fishing cutters. 


(9) The m@ddle part of the canal, between the town (21a) and. the 
railroad bridge (14a) is suitable only for coasters and ia 4 to 5 
meters deep (14). The quays east of the railroad bridge with a 
depth from 2.8 to 4 meters are used only for local traffic (15). 


(10) The Naval Fort (16) consists of a 2,000-meter long and at 
least 100-meter wide dredged canal, running in e W-E direction. 
It ja situated about 2 knots north of the Commercial Port. The 
mouth of this canal into the Outer Port io protected by two molea 
(1éa). Approximately 750 meters west of the mouth the canal is 
crossed by a swing bridge. The naval port has tyo basins: one in 
the extension of the canal (18) about 1,100 meters long amd 240 
moters wides the other stretches in a northerly direction, is 
about 800 meters wide and 260 meters long (19). ‘The canal and the 
basins are dredged to a depth of 10 metera and are suitable for | 
vesaels with up to 9.1 meters draft. 


G21) On the western side of the northern basin, Basin II, are the 
jetties used by submarinesy the old naval barracks are located off 
the quay (20). The castern and southern sides of the basin belong 
to the Naval Dockyard (22). 8 


(12) According to recent information, a submarine base io wider 
construction in the northeast corner of the Outer Port (21). Pro- 
bably large sulmarine pena, work and repair shops, required for 
the maintenance and repeir of suimarines, are being constructed 
thers. 


(13) No information haa been obtained on the construction of any - 
new facilities in the Comercial Harbor. The present port facilities 
ara adequate for the present limited turnover. For details, see 
attached list (Amex 2), 


There are at least six electric cranes with a capacity of from 2 to 
20 tons in the Town Harbor and six electria cranes with a capacity 
of from 25 to 120 tons in tho Winter Harbor. Four floating cranos 
with a capacity of from 25 to 50 tons are also available. ‘The 
crane equipment seems to bo sufficient for the present turnover, 


e. (1) There 1s only one shipyard in LIBAU, the Navy Yard, located 
on the northveaterh side of the naval port. It was formerly called 

Tosmare, but was renamed Zhdanov Shipyard by the Soviets (22). This 
shipyard is the property of the Soviet Navy and is the main dockyard 
of the Soviet Baltic Fleet. All types of facilities for maintenance 
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and repsir of warshios un tc cruisers, but no shir 
fucilitics sue’. ag saipbuiluine: sligs anc mould lo 
Qvod)l tin. lic a ekyurd ting 2 covk foree of 1,00€ oa 
hoy oh dws shoo lthdrawn in 1949. They were 


OE on ES 
AeGuT TMporteies to ic effieieney of the aoeckyard, 
DOE Ae EE Ta Se Skt Td. 
. biG aSy.Gths, one 193%? 8x9.3 meters, the other 
hPE Oyol exo By ceve, sna three or Pour smell floating 
fi og abi Gsypeity of un to 1,520 tens, 
a ae ie ee ee amen engineeriny workshops were moter 
Naf eo S & daetatiution of German mac dnery. 


Gd. wt reliable infor.etion is uvuilable on HAiLvey Erert,. Ace 
Cori to repemts recéive:, tucre uve four to OLX twee ace 
Gigic. to the Naval Dockyard. ne teebreuhes is also ayuil~ 
able, , 


otorare facilities 


@- AdproxL utely 95 warotouuses or sheds sith a totel cCepaciie 
ty of 250,000 tons are availavie in the Conmercial Narbor3; of 
taese, 37 are atene DRE Ls, 


be. Une grain sile with a cauvacity of 12,500 tons exists in 
eae arce of tue Porm Canal. 


Cc, “ne Coumereial Uerbor is equipped with tye cold storave 
bpuiliines of unknowm capacity. 


aratfie Pacilities 
asta emeamenisishtanashonate get am modnnna a Tt arentana lanai 
a. Rail Connections 


fue railroad connections sithin the port area are sufficient. 
Ost of the quays are servcd by voilroad cours. Where is a 
faarsnalling yard in the mi Gle of the city. just uerth of the 
town Canal. [IBAU is connected with the railroad net of the 
country by the PRILEULE - SCHAULLT and GLUDA ~ NI@ay SOviet 
gauge lines, Narrowesause railrosé lines alse vranch Sut to 
various places of the cistrict. 

Bb. Load coneetions -ithin the port urea are oulfiecicnt, Gecod 
roags are avalluble in all divectiors in a cireumfercuee of 
about 20 km; from tucrve cnvard only second class roads exist. 


supoly Facilities 
4 Q11 Instellations 


(1) Ghere sxe lerve tauk installotions in the Winter lsrbor {12} 
vith a total capucity of from 4,C6G to 5,06 tons, ecnueeted 
Nit One quays by a 6CC-neter lons pipe line. ‘these instal- 
lations «ie the property of several firms, — 

(2) at the Raval Dase tuere is a nev oil 2 ap of the coviet 
Havy (23) on the southern donk of the canal immediately east 
of tic bunkerings stution. accoruin:: te various PERO US, Nie 
to five lurce tanke are located tick. bus it if Scauned that 
there uré more tanks, Their enupeci ty Ls unknown. 
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b. Coal gump. 


about 3.0 tons of coal are usually kept on Asid 2t the 
wlinter uiucbor. Dae cugl Gump of the soviet 2 avy is om the 
Sotwi-en dant. of tie canal, oposite “Horbor Basin I, Ceva- 
city unknowa. 4a duel crak is use. tuere (24). 


c. fatter Gusoly facilities: 

S16L0G 14 an auequutd sun ody, eitner by water yointa on the 
quays or by water bouts. wae Vater Suaply is said to come 
partly from an artesian well and partly fron the water storks 
neux tic dockysrd (25). 

d. ec 


saucee ig a utecm power plot in the town with 2n unknown 
eapacity. 


2: Annexes: es Harber tieo (photostat), with numbered on joe t& 


2 List of Harbor facilities. 


 cn:: A negative of the attached map is available for 
reproduction, : 


| 


} 
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Stationary iort Facilities: vetails of (iors and Wharves 


De nee ont 


Lap .6F.iio,and liane 


Location on water front 


furpose for which used 
LyYPe and construction 


Dinengy ions 


vepth of water alongside-MLW 
Berthing Space available | 
width of apron 

Dece above Mii 

Condition 


@Pansit sheds ~ deseription . 


n.aterlals handling facilities 


tallway connections 
Vehisle access 


Reuwarks 


i 
rs ae ote got i Tree 
GAG TeCu IU US ATOLL. 


see cemreeenenen tirana ne reese per ment 


Wo. Lo Commercial arbor, on 


the German map called 
"Free Port" 


Southern and soubjivestorn 
Side of tho basin 

General cargo 

Granite surfaced stone quay 


south quay 3550 m 
~e3t quay 180 m 


8.5 mW | 

500 m- 

180 m 

2oS @ 3 m 

“epaired 

* Warehouses with a total 


cap.of 18,000 chm, 75 #% 
usable 


any old sheds, now destroyed 


Unknown 
Une track on the quay 
adequate 


there ids a if-G stretching 


Steel sheet piling quay under 


construction in the northern 
part of this basin (10a) 


ans 


i 
; 
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Liap ef. Wo. and iiane 


eee hae 


Location on water frons 


furpose for which used 
Type and construction 


Dimensions 


pepth of water alongsid3-pLo 


Berthing space avallablo 


diath of apron 


weok above wii 
Condition 


Transit, sheds - descripuion 


i.aterials handlin; fasilities 
nailway connectiens 


Yehicle accaes3 


BLiares 


tpn gm 


Q Oo @ 


De ds GL aT 


Florine haadiganeadtonticats cachianemmmtatineesdeed 


11 Towa lliarbor 


at RCT EEL 


Lext basin to inter me 
12) 


General cargo 
Stone surfaced quay 


Worth side 
south side 


1,250 m 
1,400 m 


7 - 8 m 


North side 1 
South side 1 


80 - 100 m 

2,5 °- 3 m 

Usable 

Approx. 95 sheds, warehouses, 
or Slios with a total cap.of 
#390,000 t, on both banks cf 
tae canal. iio breakdown avaeil- 


anole batween warehouses and 
Silos: probably there ere 


‘gdies with 150,000 t. 


a0prox, 6 electr.cranes, cap, 
#~20 t each. 

é floating cranes, cap. 25 t 
each 


two tracks on each side, 
also branch lines 


adequate 


furning area on the entrance 
to the uinter Harbor 


aes 


COT ey a - 2 
wLG he ee i ely L/vu. Ls fPICTl eebes) ie LY 
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wep .eP, NO, and wane 


DONS LDR Ey a oo om tetanic xe aap er 


Loear io ona vater Pront 
kurpose for which used 
Yype and construction 


Dimensions 


Jepth of water alongeisle-MLW 
berthing space ayailabie 
width of a,ron | 
“pees above MLW 

Condition 


Transit sheds ~ deseri,;tion 


Laterialg handling facilities 
sailwuy connections 


Vehicle access 


Ne nb he INR ne AARNE CO TO 


ee eee ae 
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No. L& Winter ilarbor 


Sead 


249 m wide basin, stretching 
in WW.direction of the 

y'ovm Canal 

General cargo, coal loadin: 
facilities, O11 filling 
station 

Granite suaced quays 


iiW-side 690 nm 
vE-side 520 


5.9 m 

1,200 m totel 

O50 mi 

2,0 1 

Usable 

ione, ample open stocking 
space for tinber, coal, and 
general cargo, Cil tanks 
with a total cap. of 4,006 
t, connected by pipe line 
with the quays 


approx, 6 cranes with a 
eap. of 25 - 120 t 


v@ilroad sidings on each 
side 


adequate 


nAn 
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Bai eG. UL, wea wake o daw Uke a 


nearer ttnne naam ata ea chatacters terme atemeie enim arebemmemin tenet meee neem apermnee 


Lap .ef. We. and Mane NO. 14 widdle Part of the 
‘oun Canal 
Location on water front Town Canal between road 
and railroad bridge 
kurposs fur which used Coaster Shipping 
Lype and construction vranite surfaced quays 
inensions 400 1 on each side 


vepth of water elongside-Li. w-side 4.7 nm 
S-Bide 2- 6 tu 


Berthing space available 800 nm 

width of apron BH) B 

veck above i.Li. GQ oprox. 2.5 m 
Condition Usable 


ivansit sheda - description Unknown; probably none 


zaterials handling facilities tnknown 


neailwey connections sailroad sidingr on the orth 
Side 
Vehicle access idequate 


teenie 
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